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Jaeger takes notice of 
Edinger’s mental moxie 


PLATTEVILLE, Wis. — Jeff Jaeger only spentabout 72 hours at training camp, + 


but he was there long enough to be convinced that rookie Paul Edinger has the 
perfect disposition to thrive as an NFL kicker, 

[really like Paul's attitude, I think he has a good demeanor and that's more 
important than just about anything,” said Jaeger, 
who accepted an injury settlement after his bid to | 
return to the team ended with a pulled muscle. "I 
get scared and nervous too, but you try not to | 
show it. Any kicker gets nervous and it's all how 


with how he carries himself." 

Jaeger, like other training camp observers, 
was intrigued by Edinger’s unique style. The 5- 
10, 162-pounder tums his back to the line of 
scrimmage, then recoils before booting the ball. 
It'sastyle Edinger said has been refining for three 
years. . y 
"I went to two steps to be more accurate after 
my sophomore year in college," he said. "It 
worked real well—everything was going in. But 
Tlost a little distance, so I was wondering what I could do. I thought maybe if I 
put more hips into it I could do that. It didn’tstart out where I’m at now, but even- 
tually it just kind of evolved and finally I ended up there. Everything’s been 
going through so I'm not going to change anything.” 


Milburn safe despite inactivity 

Glyn Milburn has spent the early stages of the preseason on the bench while 
Eddie Kennison, R.W. McQuarters and Dez White have taken turns returning 
Kicks and punts. Though there's an abundance of specialists on the roster, the 
Bears say they know what Milbum can do and isn'tin jeopardy of losing his job, 
Last season Milburn became the first Bear in six years to be elected to the Pro 
Bowl. 

"I don't see any scenario we've done at any time where Milburn isn't on our 
football team," vice president of personnel Mark Hatley told the Chicago Sun- 
‘Times. "We're just fortunate to have some skill guys that can return and go along, 
with him.” 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


A travel nightmare 
* While Milbum reviews football movies on this page, one flick he probably 
doesn't want to see is "Planes, Trains and Automobiles." 

The Bears endured a 12-hour travel odyssey on their way home for the pre- 
season opener against the New York Giants. After their midnight flight from 


* Newark, NJ, was delayed for an hour, the plane made two attempts to land in 


Madison, Wis, but the pilot was forced to pull back because fog was obscuring 
the runway. With the Milwaukee airport closed, the Bears divérted to O'Hare. But 
they had to wait for their team buses to drive in from Madison. The team finally 
arrived in Platteville at 11 a.m. 

Coach Dick Jauron canceled practice the following morning. 

"When people are tired, the thing you worry about is (muscle) pulls and 
strains, which-we obviously don't want," Jauron said. 


Starring role for ‘Shane’ 

Quarterback Shane Matthews continues to work on his conditioning after 
suffering from a staph infection he developed following offseason hernia surgery. 
Matthews has gained back the 25 pounds he lost but still isn't 100 percent. 

“Imstill a little behind (in) conditioning," he said. "I'm trying to do some extra 
stuff every day. The main thing is that sometimes when players get tired in the 
middle of the game, you can’t avoid hits as well as you would like and some- 
times you can get injured that way. I think that’s the main thing they’re looking 
at.” 


Matthews, who has been cut numerous times and always had to fight fora ? 


roster spot, was amused to learn that the lead character played by Keanu Reeves 
in the movie "The Replacements’ is an underdog quarterback named Shane. 

"Maybe that's after me,” said the Bears’ Shane. "I may have to go check it out. 
Tt may be the story of my career for all I know.” 
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT en 
“MILBURN AT THE MOVIES 


Glyn Milburn is more than just a Pro Bowl return man. He's also 
a movie aficionado. So with last week’s release of the gridiron 
film “The Replacements” starring Keanu Reeves, Milburn gives 
Bear Report his five favorite football flicks of all time. 


1. “Any Given Sunday”: Probably the most 
realistic of them all. I actually know the guy who 
helped write the screen play—Jamie Williams. He 
used to be an NFL player, and I liked the realism. As 
a player I wasn’t bored by some of the exaggerations 
in it. The characters were believable and the action 
was good. 


2. “Brian's Song”: | liked it because it’s a true 
story, It's inspiring and I'ma big Gale Sayers fan. Idid- 
nt ay. I read the book first and the movie was pretty 
accurate. 


3. “The Program”: It wasn't realistic. Too many 
exaggerations, but I liked the characters. Stuff like 
paying players might happen at some of our "finer" 
institutions, but not at Stanford. I just liked the whole 
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college atmosphere in the film. And I like HalleBerry 
(laughs). 


4. “The Best of Times”: It was funny and [like 
Robin Williams. It was about guys going back to high 
school. I could relate somehow to getting in-the game, 
making that big play, vindicating 20 years of shame. 
Tt was just a good movie. 


5. “Wildcats”: It was with Goldie Hawn and there 
were also a lot of other stars in it. Woody Harrleson 
and Wesley Snipes were in it before they became big- 
time stars. Goldie Hawn goes into the inner city to 
coach a fledgling football team. That was great. It was 
funny too. The team ended up doing pretty well and 
they had a female coach. I'd like to see a female coach 
in the NFL. 


Staying 


focused 


Kickers not distracted by revolving door 


By Larry Mayer 

Managing Editor 
PLATTEVILLE, Wis. — 

Michael Husted and Jeff Jaeger 

have kept the revolving door at 

kicker spinning at turbo speed 

recently, but holdovers Paul 


trying to get the job they bring 
five guys in, we still have to per- 
form and do what we need to 
do." 

Holmes has failed to become 
the primary field goal kicker in 
short stints or tryouts with the 
Philadelphia Eagies, Buffalo Bills 


Edinger and Jaret Holmes are try- Edinger Holmes and New York Giants. He han- 
ing not to be distracted by the dled kickoff duties fortwo games 
activity around them. keep in control of is how we kick for the Bears last season before 

Husted was cut when Jaeger _on the field.” debuting as a field goal kicker in 


was signed. But Jaeger got hurt 
again, retired, then unretired, and 
finally left camp after reaching an 
injury settlement. 

"You try not fo think about it, 
but it's kind of hard when they're 
bringing in so many kickers not 
to think about it," said Holmes, 
who hit his only attempt, a 24- 
yarder, in the preseason opener 
against the New York Giants. 
“But it's not up to us. The only 
thing we can take care of and 


That's a sentiment shared by 
Edinger, a sixth-round pick from 
Michigan State who was perfect 
from 51 and 43 yards against the 
Giants, although the longer one 
was nullified by a penalty for 
only 10 men on the field. 

"Three guys, two guys, four 
guys, whatever—everybody’s 
got to perform,” Edinger said. 
"The more guys they bring in I 
think is just going to make each 
‘one of us better because we're 


than a warmup kick 


the season finale. In that game, he 
hit both of his tries, from 39 and 
31 yards. 

"I knew it was going to be 
hard," Holmes said of landing a 
permanent job as a place-kicker, 
"When there's only one per team, 
it’s hard to getin this certain posi- 
tion. I pretty much felt that if I 
came in here and did what they 
asked me to do and made all the 
kicks, which I've done, every- 
thigg would fall into place." 


your 
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DOWN AND. OUT: Jeff Ee 
comeback with the Bears lasted 
less than two practices. 


ON A ROLL: Troy Wilson and the 
Bears sacked the Browns 19-6 
Saturday night at Soldier Field. 
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CLUTCH CARGO: The Bears are 
being careful about not rushing 
Marcus Robinson back into action. 


+ INSIDE 
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COVER STORY NISTS 


7 Making his Mark: Something strange 
happened to quarterback Mark Hartsell on the 
way to the rest of his life. 
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4 Not again: Jeff Jaeger pulled a muscle in 
his left side near his rib cage that in all likeli- 
. hood will end his 13-year NFL career. 


10-11 Grand opener: The Bears are 


determined to end a trend when they travel to 
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21 Being cautious: Marcus Robinson 
returned to practice on a limited basis but 
missed his second straight preseason game. 
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their roster but still need impact players to step 
forward this season. 


18 Bob LeGere: Expectations are high for 
Curtis Enis, but the running back is still uncer- 
tain of what lies ahead. 


NEWS 
TA-17 parade of hits:Saturday’s 196 


preseason win over the Browns proved the off- 
season investments the Bears made on defense 
are already beginning to pay dividends. 
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Couch potatoes . 


Safety Shawn Wooden joined secondary mates Walt Harris and Tony 
Parrish in intercepting Browns QB Tim Couch as the Bears rolled 19-6. 
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Muscle pull could be a career-ender 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


PLATTEVILLE, Wis. — The kick 
sailed through the uprights, but the 
aftermath was the worst thing a field 
goal-starved team could have imag- 
ined. 

Just two practices after he returned 
to compete for his old job, Jeff Jaeger 
pulled a muscle in his left side near his 

rib cage that in all likelihood will end 
his 13-year NFL career. The injury is 
not related to the hip problem that 
forced him to miss most of last season. 

Last Monday, Jaeger was signed fF 
after a brief tryout and participated in 
the afternoon practice. He was injured 
Tuesday morning about 15 minutes 
into practice when he felt a sharp pain 
in his side after his plant foot stuck in 
the ground and didn’t "skip" as is cus- 
tomary. He was told by team doctors 
that he would be unable to kick for 3- 
5 weeks. 

Jaeger, 35, hinted at retirement 
Wednesday morning but recanted a 
few houts later after speaking to his | 
wife Angela and Bears personnel boss 
Mark Hatley. The most accurate field 
goal kicker in Bears history then 
accepted an undisclosed injury settle- 
ment Wednesday night and headed 
home to Seattle the next morning. 

"T think the best thing for me is to fF 
go home, be with my wife and kids 
and get healed up and we'll see what 
happens,” Jaeger said last Wednesday night. 

; The72orsohours Jaeger spentin Platteville 
featured more plot twists than a Hitchcock 
movie. 

"Right when I got hurt, it’s pretty emotion- 


__ al," Jaeger said. "After what I went through last 


year, you just want to throw your hands up 
and say, I quit’ (But) I need to get healed up, 
and we'll see what happens. Right now the 
biggest thing is I’m going to go home and try 
to get in one piece." 

Jaeger was summoned to camp to compete 
against rookie sixth-round pick Paul Edinger 
and second-year player Jaret Holmes. Veteran 
Michael Husted was released when Jaeger was 


' Top Bears kickers 


accurate field goal kicker in 


- club history (25+ tries): 
E Hes Pet. FG-FGA 
Jeff Jaeger 75.9 63-83 
Kevin Butler 72.9 243-333 
BobThomas 62.4 128-205 . 
Mac Percival 54.4 99-182 


Jeff Jaeger is the most. 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Jeff Jaeger made 80 percent of his 
field goals for three straight years. No 
other Bear has done it even twice. 
signed. Last season the Bears missed an NFL- 
high 15 field goal attempts and had the 
league's worst percentage (65.9 percent). 

Jaeger entered last season having hit 61 of 
75 field goal attempts (81.3 percent) in the three 
previous years with the Bears. Trying to play 
througha nagging hip flexor injury last year, he 
made just 2 of 8 tries before being placed on 
injured reserve in October. 

Jaeger hasbeen fully recovered from the hip 
problem since April, which made his latest 
medical problems that much more painful to 
swallow. 

"It's a tough deal on all of us,” Hatley said. 
"We were hoping that Jeff could come in here 
and compete with the other kickers we have 
here and it didn't work that way. 

"He's been such a solid person and solid 
player for us over the years, it's a tough thing to 
deal with. But that's part of it. He's a dlass guy. 
Thope everything really goes good for him the 
rest of the time.” 

Jaeger wanted to gain redemption after last 


Jaeger’s bid to return 
sacked by new injury 


4 year's injury-plagued night- 
mare, but he isn't going to feel 
sorry for himself. He did 
| admit, however, that he 
reflected on his 13-year career 
as he walked off the field 
Wednesday morning for per- 
haps the final time. 

"It hurts, but there are plen- 
| ty of guys that bust their butt 
] and come back and then blow 
something else out like a 
knee,” Jaeger said. "I's part of 
the game. It's tough to take, 
| but I’ve been lucky to play 

| this long." 

Jaeger caused quite a stir 
Wednesday moming when 
H he told a handful of reporters 
he was retiring. "I guess I 
wouldn't call it a typical box- 
ing retirement where Im 
going to come back. I would 
say this is it, yeah," he said at 
the time. "After a while you 
Kind of feel that your body 
can’t take the pounding. 
Obviously it’s not like the 
kind of pounding (lineman) 
Big Cat (Williams) takes, but 
there is a lot of stress you put 
on your plant leg. I guess my 
body was telling me some- 
thing.” 

Jaeger spoke to:his wife a 
| litt while later and she 
him to give more 
thought to the decision. He 
then told the media during a lunch-time meet- 
ing that he was waffling on whether to retire 
and wasn't prepared to do so at that point in 
time. 


"I guess I was a little premature in saying 
the ‘R’ word," Jaeger said Wednesday after- 
noon. "The priority is to get myself back in one 
piece. I guess you'd have to say (had) kind of 
a change of heart.” 

"He was very upset (Tuesday) when he was 
injured and I think in those situations you can 
make a rash decision,” said Bears head coach 
Dick Jauron. "Now he'll have some time to 
think about it” 

Jaeger's departure leaves just two kickers in 
camp. In the first preseason game, Edinger hit 
field goals of 51 and 43 yatds, though the 
longer one was wiped out by a penalty when 
the Bears lined up with just 10 men on the field. 
Holmes nailed his only attempt from 24 yards. 

Husted might be brought back to camp, but 
he may opt to sign elsewhere given the fact that 
the Bears cut him once without even letting 
him Kick in the preseason oj 

"That'll be Mike and his agent's cal,” Hatley 
said. "We'll see how our guys kick again. We're 


“Right when I got 


hurt, it’s pretty 
emotional. After 
what I went 
through last year, 
you just want to 
throw your hands 
up and say, ‘I quit.’ 
(But) I need to get 
healed up, 
and we'll see 
what happens.” 


_———————— 
pleased with the two young guys we have. 

"They've kicked well this week again. I 
thought they both kicked well in the (Giants) 
game, soit's been real encouraging and they're 
stepping up to the plate to the competition." 

Jauron said it was possible but not probable 
that the Bears would keep two kickers on the 
roster. Normally when a team does that, one of 
the twois a kickoff specialist, and that's not the 
case in this situation. It's doubtful the Bears 
would attempt to put Edinger on the practice 
squad because they believe he would be 
daimed by another team, especially after he 
drilled the 51-yarder. 

"Im comfortable with the two. guys we 
have right now,” Jauron said, “I think Jaret and 
Paul have really kicked the ball well. But any- 
body that we think could come in:and com- 
pete, we'll bring him in to compete, experience 
ornot. We don’t want to pass up anybody that 
we think has a chance to be our kicker 

"We'll keep moving along, but we're not 
dissatisfied at all with those two guys." 

Jaeger ranks 27th on the NFL s all-time scor- 
ing list with 1,008 points. He was voted to the 
Pro Bowl following the 1991 season when he 
played for the Los Angeles Raiders and later 
became the first Bears player to make atleast 80 
percent of his field goals for three straight sea- 
sons. His 75.9 percentage is the best in Bears 
history. 

Jaeger said the injury settlement he accept- 
ed prohibits him from kicking in the first 10 
games. The only scenario in which he would 
return after that would be too ugly for Bears 
fans to imagine-it would mean the kicking 
game was a disaster for the second straightsea- 
son. 

"The doctor said it would be three weeks 
before] could start doing anything,” Jaeger said 
before agreeing to the injury settlement. "Look 
where three weeks puts me. I don't want to put 
them through everything I did last year. The 
whole thing was so frustrating and I'm sure it 
was frustrating for them as well." 

Jaeger left Platteville with the realization 
that his career may indeed be over. He also 
understands that not every professional athlete 
gets to leave on his own terms. 

"It's tough," he said, “but how many people 
are like John Elway, to get to go out the way 
you want to go out in a blaze of glory? 
Obviously you'd like to do. better than a 
warmup kick your first (full) day back, but 
that’s the way itis.” 
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Young ‘backers 
provide a boost 


MARK POTASH ——— 


The Bears' search for an impact, pass-rush- 
ing defensive end has been heretofore fruitless- 
-itremains to be seen whether Phillip Daniels is 
the answer. But with each training camp prac- 
tice and preseason game, it's becoming more 
and more evident that they are catching up to- 
-and surpassing—their division rivals else- 
where on defense. 

At linebacker. 

While Brian Urlacher has received much of 
the attention-and deservedly so-as the No. 9 

, Pick in this year’s draft, it is their trio of lower- 
round picks from 1999 that have a chance to 
make a major impact this season. 

Tn Warrick Holdman, Khari Samuel and 
Rosevelé Colvin, the Bears have a solid group 
of young linebackers who combine to provide 
just what this defense needs—speed, pass-rush 
ability and big hits. 

Even in the worst of times, the Bears have 
always had linebackers who were good 
enough-Barry Minter, Rico McDonald, Vinson 
Smith, Joe Cain, Dante Jones, etc., etc. But in 

: Urlacher, Holdman, Samuel and Colvin, they 
have four players with star potential. 

“Tf they work at it, their potential is unlim- 
ited,” linebackers coach Dale Lindsey said. 

Holdman, Samuel and Colvin share a com- 
mon bond as 1999 draft picks. The 6-1, 236- 
potind Holdman was a fourth-round pick 
(106th) out of Texas A&M; the 6-3, 254-pound 

* Colvin a fifth-round pick (111th) from Purdue; 
and the 6-4, 240-pound Samuel a fifth-round 


EES ESS Ee 
“None of 
them are 
finished 
products. 

They're not 

where they 
have to be yet. But 
they're making the 

march forward.” 

Defensive coordinator 


Greg Blache 
SEES aes 


pick (144th) 
Massachusetts. 

“The three of us 
feed off each other,” 
Samuel said, ~because’ 
we came in together 
and went through 
everything together. We 
have the same coach [i 
[Lindsey] and we were 
drafted in relatively the 
same area. 

“We've bonded 
together and we stick 
together, we keep each [% 
other up. That's been a 
big plus for us.” 

The Bears aren't | 
quite up to the level of 
Tampa Bay's foursome 
from last year: Derrick 
Brooks, Hardy 
Nickerson, _ Shelton 
Quarles and Jamie 
Duncan. But with this 
group they can get 
there, | 
“Warrick and Khari 
have [the most] speed,” | = 
Bears defensive coordi- | 
nator Greg Blache said. } 
“Rosie's got body | 
quickness and a real | 
good grasp of the 
game. He's a technician, 
a little more technically 
sound. i 

None of them are 
finished products. 
They're not where they have to be yet. But 
they're making the march forward.” 

It will be interesting to see how they devel- 
op. Of the thtree second-year players, Holdman 
is the best overall and is considered to have the 
most potential. But both Samuel and Colvin 
are moving up and it wouldn't surprise any- 
body if they matched or surpassed Holdman. 
this year. : 

Holdmanis the only currentstarter, playing 
at the weakside position. From the time he saw 
him for the first time last March, Blache knew 
the Bears had a fourth-round steal. Holdman 
proved him right, winning the starting job late 
in the season. Now it's up to Holdman to take 
the next step. 

“If he really wanted to, I think he could 
break away from the crowd-not just in our 
group, but among the linebackers in the 
league,” Blache said. “He's got to make that 
decision, though. Us wanting it for him is not 
enough. He's got to want it for himself enough 


to want to put the money on the table and pay 
for it." 

Holdman sounds like he's ready to go forit. 
He's not lacking for ambition. 

“When I came here I didn't “feel like a 


@& 


from Second-year linebackers Rosevelt 
Colvin (59) and Warrick Holdman (53) 
are two promising young potential 
+ stars on the Bears’ defense. 


fourth-round pick,” said Holdman, 24, a 
Houston-area native. “It was a motivation, 
because you always think you're better than 
where you go [in the draft] and you know you 
can do better. 

~When I went in the fourth round, I want- 
ed to prove that I could be one of the top line- 
backers in the league. By the end, I want to be 
the guy they don't even call a fourth-round 
pick anymore. I want them to call me a great 
player.” 
Samuel could wind up pushing Barry 
Minter for the starting middle linebacker job 
before the season is over (unless Urlacher gets 
there first). A year ago, Samuel relied too much 
onhis athletic ability. This season he has shown 
he can play the game. And his big plays show. 
In the first preseason game, he dropped New 
York Giants rookie running back Ron Dayne 
for a one-yard loss on a key third-and-1 play 
from the Bears' 5-yard line. 

~Khari's potential is unlimited. He could be 
as good as Warrick," Lindsey said. “Last year 
you could see his athletic ability. But when he 
didn't know exactly what to do, it’s like he 
played by feel—whatever he thought he was 
supposed to do, instead of doing what we 
wanted him to do. 
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“That's not the case this year. He's applied 
himself, He's decided to get with it. It's more of 
abrain game with him. He has great speed and 
quickness and tremendous strength.” 

“Im much more comfortable than I was 
last year,” said Samuel, 23, a Framingham 
(Mass.) native. “Last year, sometimes I got 
away from what my assignment was and Ijust 
wanted to make tackles and make plays wi 
Ishould have done my assignment and played 
within the defense. Now I'm playing within 
the defense." 

Colvin is a wild card. He plays on the 
strongside behind Urlacher. But if he keeps 
making big plays in the preseason, the Bears 
will have to find a spot for him somewhere. 
~Rosevelt has probably made the most 
peers of them all,” said, “because 
was a defensive end [at Purdue] with no 
linebacker skills or technique. And just through 
sheer hard work and being on top of things, 
Rosey has really started to blossom.” 
In the preseason opener, Colvin had an 
interception that set up the team’s first touch- 
down. He also broke up a pass and had four 
tackles. 

But he knows What that's worth. Last year 
he had three sacks ina game against 
Pittsburgh and tied for the NFL lead in the pre- 
season with four sacks. But he slumped in the 
early part of the regular season, and was inac- 
tive for five games before re-establishing him- 
self in the final five contests. 

“It's just a matter of being consistent,” said 
Colvin, 22, an Indianapolis native. “You can't 
make too much out of the preseason. 
Hopefully you can turn that into something 
during the season. Unfortunately, last year 1 
didn't get off;to a good start, and I was able to 
come backin the end and contribute. Im trying 
to be consistent all-year round.” 


Mark Potash covers the Bears for the Chicago 
Sun-Times. 
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Success in the stars 


Key to season is emergenc 


’ MIKE MULLIN 


It's a pity you can't win NFL games with 
backups. If you could, the Bears would be 
Super Bowl contenders. 

Mark Hatley and the personnel department 
have donea laudable job of improving the bot- 
tom half of the roster. The Bears have quality 
reserves to the point where they're likely to cut 
some players in training camp who will end 
up on other NFL rosters. 

But in any professional sport, even the ulti- 
mate team game of football, it's your frontline 
stars that decide if you're a playoff team or just 
another also ran. 

"Mark has done a great job," Bears coach 
Dick Jauron said. "But you are not going to beat 


people with the bottom part of your roster.” 

Oh, you can win preseason games as the 
Bears did 20-8 at New York in their exhibition 
opener. But when push comes to shove you 
have to have the biggest, toughest and best in 
the league. 

And if the Bears are going to have any big- 
time players, they are going to have to find 
them on the roster'as they did last year when 
Marcus Robinson suddenly developed into a 
star. 

"It's got to be Marcus," Hatley said. "It's got 
to be Cade (McNown). I's got to be Curtis 
(Enis). It’s got to be (Marty) Booker. 

"We're counting on some young guys and 
they've got to do it, If they do, we'll be good." 

The Bears are loaded with depth at line- 
backer, defensive back, offensive line and 
return specialist. They'll be talking trade before 
the end of trading camp, but Hatley says they 
don't have the cap room to make any major 
deals. 

The Jacksonville Jaguars, for instance, have 
already called about one of the Bears backup 
tackles. Jacksonville is immersed in a now-or- 
never campaign and has suffered a slew of 
injuries throughout its line. 

Butall the Jags want to give up isa late draft 
pick. They're not shopping defensive end Tony 
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Brackens, a training camp holdout 
who the Bears pursued via trade 
before signing free agent Phillip 
Daniels. 


The Bears also may have some 
serious doubts about Enis, even: if 
Heya ye pres Genre 
licly. But they insist they don't have 
the cap room available to acquire 
Corey Dillon from the Cincinnati 
Bengals, a team that is in desperate 
need of a wide receiver. 

"We've done about all we can 
do this year as far as big money 
guys," Hatley said. "I think we can f 
still pick up a player or two but it 
would have to be somebody off a 
cut or a trade or something like 
that. It would have to fit what we 
already have set up with our 53-man roster.” 

The Bengals waived Carl Pickens last 
month and he signed with Tennessee. Then 
their main deep threat Damnay Scott broke his 
left leg at training camp last week and is out for 
the season. Scott was the team’s leading receiv- 
er with 1,022 yards and 68 receptions last year. 

His injury means the Bengals have just nine 
receivers in camp, including six rookies. Their 
veterans have a total of 43 NFL catches for 548 
yards among them. 5 

But the Bears may be less likel to trade a 
receiver given the number of injuries they have 
at that position, including the loss of backups 
Sulecio Sanford and Chad Mackey to season- 
ending injuries. 

"That is always really interesting in training 
camp, who wants to trade and who wants to 
wait and see what happens?" Jauron said. 
"Then you know what else always happens? 
You look at your roster and everyone else's and 
you say: ‘We're deep there’ and then pretty 
soon you are not so deep there. 

"So you have to be really careful about 
when things happen. Somebody says we 
want that guy. And you might have to say let's 
talk again after Game 3 or 4." 

The Bears’ needs are obvious. They could 
use an improvement in the running game and 
are very thin on the defensive line. Odds are a 
defensive tackle might turn up, but the Bears 
are’ going, to be hard-pressed to find a good 
backup defensive end. 

That's one of the reasons Hatley signed 
New Orleans castoff Troy Wilson, who the 
Bears personnel guru knows from their days 
together in Kansas City. 

"He may turn out to be the best player that 
comes free,’ Hatley said. 

Especially at defensive end where teams are 
prone to hang onto a prospect if he shows any 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 


The Bears are hoping that second- 
year wide receiver Marty Booker 
develops into a star much like 
Marcus Robinson did last year. 
potential at all. 3 

"You geta guy at that position and you have 
a tendency to look at him and wonder why a 
team gave up on him and when is it going to 
show up here,” Jauron said. 

Hatley said the kind of players teams want 
at this point in the season are usually veteran 
types with game experience. The Bears have 
some potential trade bait in linebacker Keith 
Burns, safety Frankie Smith and any of their 
slew of retumers. 

"Every team is different," Hatley said. 
"Some teams want special teams guys, some 
proven return guys, some veieran receivers 
and some offensive tackles. But everyone 
wants guys that have played.” 

In the Bears’ favor in the player procure- 
ment department is the respect the team has 
been garnering league-wide. Jauron, in partic- 
ular, has earned a reputation asa players’ coach 
who isa straight shooter. 

Green Bay general manager Ron Wolf said 
last week that he made a mistake by choosing 
Ray Rhodes over Jauron two yeats ago when 
he was searching for a replacement for Mike 
Holmgren. Wolf said Jauron's growing reputa- 
tion is not a‘surprise. 

"He's a sOlid football man." Wolf said. "I 
have great admiration and respestfor him and 
what he means to pro football. I really, honest- 
ly mean that.” 

So why didn't he hire him? 

"Unfortunately, I put too many parameters 
on the individual T wanted as head coach and 
that person didn't really exist,” Wolf said. "I 
wanted someone who had previous head 
coaching experience because they were replac- 
ing big, big shoes. 

"Lwanted a tough-hided, hard-nosed per- 
son. In wtrospect, I shouldn't have done it that 
way. I should have hired the best person." 

The Bears got him instead. 


Mike Mulligan covers the Bears and the NFL for 
the Chicago Sun-Times, 
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“This stuff goes by so fast. Sometimes you feel 
yourself being tired and moping around. Then 
it's like. ‘Do you know how lucky we are just to 
be out here playing football?’ You only get this 
opportunity once in a lifetime. And whatever 
happens with me, I’m just going to make the 


best of it and enjoy it.” Mark Hartsell 
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Cinderella story 


Unknown quarterback Mark Hartsell has been the feel-good story of training 
camp. The former Boston College star had been out of football since 1997. 


& 


Sy By Larry Mayer 
[aay Managing Editor 


2 PLATTEVILLE, Wis. - Something 
[vay strange to Mark Hartsell on 
rest of his life. 
ul king as a pharmaceuticals sales- 
> man, he was about to board a flighthome 
ro! from a meeting in San Francisco when 
oO his wife Jennifer delivered some shock- 
ing news over the phone. Bears offensive 
coordinator Gary Crowton had called to 
inquire whether Hartsell wanted to give pro 
football another shot. 

Out of the sport since spending training 
camp with the Washington Redskins in 1997, 
Hartsell was convinced he had already closed 
that chapter of his life. It didn’t take much to 
pry it open, however. 

"I was there in the airport and I actually 
couldn't believe it," said Hartsell, a 6-4, 225- 
pounder who played at Boston College when 
Crowton was quarterbacks coach there. 

"Tt was wild because I'd been out of football 
so long. immediately thought, ‘Absolutely. I'l 
do anything.’ You only have a certain amount 
of time in your life to get these chances and 
opportunities.” 

Six months later Hartsell is 


making a strong 
push fora roster spot with the Bears. In his first 
NFL game in three years, he looked remark- 
ably sharp in completing 8 of 11 passes for 90 
yards and one TD while leading the Bears to 10 
second half points in a 20-8 preseason win over 
the New York Giants. 

The 26-year-old Massachusetts native bene- 
fited from increased playing time when sec- 
ond-stringer Jim Miller suffered a freak injury 
on his only snap of the ‘game. Miller was 
sacked for safety and sustained a sprained left 
elbow when he tried to brace his fall. Hartsell is 
competing with Shane Matthews for the third 
spot behind starter Cade McNown and Miller. 

Watching Hartsell on and off the field, it's 
dear he's enjoying himself way too much to 
obsess about upcoming roster cuts. Remember, 
this is a guy who was selling heartburn and 
high blood pressure medicine to doctors for 
AstraZeneca from his base in Providence, RL, 
just a few months ago. 

"This stuff goes by so fast” Hartsell said. 
"Sometimes you feel yourself being tired and 
moping around. Then it's like. 'Do you know 
how lucky we are just to be out here playing 
football? You only get this opportunity once in 
alifetime. And whatever happens withme, I'm 
just going to make the best of it and enjoy it" 

After failing to stick with the Redskins, 
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Harisell had no doubt his days as.a football 
player were over. He even refused multiple 
offers from friends to quarterback their flag- 
football teams and restricted his athletic 
endeavors to the basketball court. 

"If you would have asked me if! was ever 
going to play football again I would have said 
absolutely not," Hartsell said. "I had no idea." 

Hartsell spent the spring of 1997 with the 
Scottish Claymores of the NFL Europe League 
but did not attempt a pass. Ironically, his final 
preseason pass with the Redskins later that 
summer went for a touchdown against the 
Atlanta Falcons. He left Washington with no 
hard feelings after his release, and even used 
coach Norv Turner as a reference to land his 
pharmaceutical job. 

Crowton last spoke with Hartsell in 1993 
but monitored the quarterback's progress after 
he left Boston College. When Miller and 
Matthews were slow to re-sign this offseason, 
Crowton recommended Hartsell and person- 
nel boss Mark Hatley liked what he saw dur- 
ing a one-day workout. 

"One reason we liked him is because he's 
very athletic,” Crowton said. "He's big and he 
has a strong arm. He's really athletic and that’s 
one of the rea- 


sons why we brought him in here. 
And he’s a hard worker. | recognized that 
when I coached him before. With those things 
in mind we felt he was deserving of another 
chance." 

With all the pathetic backup quarterbacks 
throughout the NFL -~ Steve Stenstrom or Rick 
Mirer anyone? — it's hard to believe that a play- 
er of Hartsell’s ability and potential wouldn't 
feta legitimate chance to stick ona roster. 

"It's tough, but I always had confidence in 
myself when I left college that I could play 
somewhere in the NFL,” Hartsell said. "But 
things didn't happen like that, A lot of guys 
don’t getan opportunity, The NFL is the best of 
the best.” 

Hartsell believes that the success of grocery 
clerk-turned-Super Bowl champion “iad 
league MVP Kurt Warner of the St Louis Rams 
helped unknown players like himself at least 
get a longer look. Warner was an undrafted 
free agent from Northern Iowa who played in 
the Arena Football League before reaching pro 
football's summit. 

"He definitely opened a lot of eyes saying 
like, ‘Hey look at this guy who wasnever given 
a chance,” Hartsell said. "Everyone loves the 
Kurt Warner story because it’s a guy thatnever 
got an opportunity and went in and made the 
bestofit” —_& 

Continued on page 21 
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Life in Platteville another world for Bears 


Bonds of brotherhood 
forged at remote site 


By Mark Potash 
Bear Report Columnist 


PLATTEVILLE, Wis—A night of bar-hop- 
ping was an adventure for the Ditka-era Bears, 
but these days the most trouble you can get 
into at training camp is on a golf cart. 

That's the favored mode of transportation 
for many Bears players on the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville campus. 

"It saves your legs,” said tight end Ryan 
Wetnight, one of several players who spent 
$250 to rent a golf cart for the 28-day stay in 
Platteville. 

Buta football player on a golf cartis an acci- 
dent waiting to happen. 

"It's my Jeff Gordon fantasy," defensive tack- 
le Jim Flanigan said. 

"The contest is to see who can get the fastest 
golf cart," Wetnight said. "Everybody tries to 
soup up their golf cait to see how fast it will go 
and then drag-race them. I think Cade 
[McNown] has the fastest cart this year." 

Players such as Flanigan and fellow defen- 


sive tackle Mike Wells have been known to be 
borderline reckless with their carts. They both 
paid about $2,000 to cover the damage to their 
carts last year. 

"They're fun. Golf carts are like toys," Wells 

said. "We used to go four-wheeling down in 
the woods. But I'm trying to be more mature 
this year. My cart is actually in one piece this 
year.” 
Life in Platteville is another world for the 
Bears—a long way from home ina lot of ways. 
Players who can afford million-dollar homes 
stay in dormitories with 10-by-8-foot rooms 
and community bathrooms. They can't stay 
‘out past 11 most nights and often have to go to 
Galena (golfing) or Dubuque (riverboat gam- 
bling) for Soak entertainment. 

But there are few complaints from the play- 
ers, who either like it or learn to endure it. 

"L actually enjoy coming to Platteville for, 
like, the first two weeks," Flanigan said. "You 
get away from Chicago. You can concentrate 
on football. I've been staying in the same dorm 
room for seven years now. I've got the routine 
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down.” 

"The best thing about Platteville is they have 
a Culvers [hamburger stand] here," quarter- 
back Jim Miller said. 

"The best thing about Platteville is the peo- 
ple,” wide receiver Marcus Robinson said. "I 
like when fans come up and you get to chit- 


* chat with them and make jokes. 


"Like [Tuesday], I was walking down the 
[walkway toward the locker room] and people 
were asking for my autograph and I said, “!m 
not going to sign if you don't know who Iam.’ 

So I took my jersey off and stuck it in the 
back of my pants. And people were saying, 
‘Ima die-hard Bear fan.’ And I said, ‘So what's 
my name.’ And a lot of people didn't know. I 
like joking and having fun like that with the 
fans.” 

‘The only real complaints about staying in 
Platteville come from players with family at 
home. 

"You hate driving all the way See 
Robinson said. "And once you get its 
secluded and you're away from your family. 
That's bad. You miss your wife and your fami- 
ly. I want to see my little girl [11-month-old 


Mikayla] take her first steps and Tl probably 
miss it.” 

"Tm anew father," Wells said: "My baby isn't 
even a year old yet. So had to leave my baby 
for the first time. I miss my dog, my wife and 


msl be 

All the players stay at a dormitory on cam- 
pus, about a 10-minute walk from the practice 
fields. The rooms are air-conditioned and each 
player gets his own room. Most players bring 
whatever amenities it takes to keep them com- 
fortable. Some bring their own mattresses. 
Most bring stereos, televisions, video games 
and CD and DVD players. 

"The rooms are smaller and the beds are 
very hard," Miller said. "It's a little like rough- 
ing it. All brought was a pillow and an alarm 
dock. But it's all right." 

"It's actually kind of nice," Flanigan said. "It 
simplifies your life. You don'thave all this other 
stuff going on. I don't give my phone number 
out to many people so I don't have calls. 

Continued on next page 
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Mike Wells gives teammate Todd Perry a ride’ from the cafeteria to the dorm 
last week. Some players “soup up” their golf carts to make them go faster. 
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“They’re fun. Golf carts are like toys. We used to go four-wheeling down in the 
woods. But I'm trying to be more mature this year. My cart is actually in one 


piece this year." 


Camp 
From previous page 


"I've got my TV and a couple of CDs in 
there and that’s it. It really does make life easi- 
er, It makes me think about going home and 
getting rid of some of my crap.” 

Then again... 

"The worst thing is staying at the dorm,” 
center Olin Kreutz said. "Seeing the same guys 
for three weeks straight—the faces get ugly after 
awhile.” 

"The dorms [stink]," Robinson said. "You 
don't have a tub—you can't take a bath. I'll be 
glad to get back home and lay in my own bed." 

The players eat in the university's cafeteria 
at Glenview Commons, across the street from. 
the dorm. A professional football team does 
not get standard dorm food. Fresh fruit, steak, 
chicken, ‘salads . . . and ice cream and frozen 
yogurt among the desserts. 

"I'm a bachélor, running back James Allen 
said. "Believe me-compared to what I cook at 
home, the food is great.” 

"Whoever does the training table does a 
very good job," Robinson said. "The steak and 
shrimp . .. [love it” 

"Every night they change it up,” Miller said. 
"One night was a Chinese bistro deal. We have 
a Mexican night, a pasta night. It changes 
things up and guys enjoy that.” 

With practices from 8:45 to 10:45 in the 
moming and from 2:45 to 4:45 on most after- 


noons and meetings at night, the players have 
little time to themselves. Some get treatment 
for injuries. Many of them take afternoon naps. 

Others play video games. 

"Flanny and I play Sega hockey every day," 
Wells said. "Todd Perry comes in once in a 
while. Flanny kills me. But I get him every now 
and then.” 

"You find yourself getting this brotherhood 
together,” Allen said. "Offensive and defensive 
guys get to know each other, because during 
the season we only see those guys on the field.” 

Allen is friends with wide receiver Corey 
Bridges and tight end John Allred. 

"T found out [Allred] plays the guitar. And 
he likes Al Green," Allen said. "Ray McElroy 
sings. Kenny Anderson sings up and down the 
hall. He sings whatever he wants. Lately, he's 
been singing love songs, because camp will 
make you miss. .. whoever." 

Every so often players get an aftemoon off 
and every player has most of Sunday off (until 
meetings in the evening). Many go to.a movie. 
Some play golf at the Platteville Country Club 
or at the Eagle Ridge resort in Galena (around 
$100 a round). The other popular activity is the 
riverboat in Dubuque. 

"There are guys that win a couple hundred 
dollars here or there," quarterback Shane 
Matthews said. "I usually take $100-$200 and if 
Tlose that, that's it. I try to be disciplined.” 

‘The one outside activity players are careful 
about is going to the bars. No sense inviting 
trouble, especially considering the problems 
NFL players have had in recent years. 


P. H 
Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Training camp practices are free and open to the public. The setting also pro- 
vides a good opportunity for fans to chat with players and get autographs. 


I MAINING PLATTEVILLE SCHEDULE 


Tue. Au; 
Wed. Aug. 16 


Practice begins at 


’ Bears defensive tackle Mike Wells 


- 
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Of the nearly 90 players who travel to Platteville to participate in training 
camp, only 53 will make the Bears’ final roster. . 


"When we go out we always go out in 
packs,” Allen said. "We have to take care of each 
other. I guess in the past, players would go out 
and just get drunk. We just go and shoot pool 
and mingle. If you do that and don't act like 
you're better than them, you won't have any 
problems.” 

What all the players realize is no matter 
how they feel about the accommodations, the 
food, the entertainment or the distractions, 
they are here for one thing: football. They've 
learned to make the most of it 

"For the most part, the facilities are great,” 
Perry said. "The people treat us well. Its tough 
being away from home, but this does have a 
small-town feel to it. Over the years I've grown. 
to like coming up here.” 

"It's real comfortable. It's a laid-back atmos- 
phere," linebacker Warrick Holdman said. "T 
could vacation here, just relax and get away 
from the Chicago traffic.” 


Chicago Bears 
Football Cards 


Attention 
Bears Fans 


Travel package and 
individual game tickets are 
now on sale for this season. 


Home Games — Away Games 
NY. Giants NY. Jets 
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New England Philadelphia 
New Orleans San Francisco 

All Division Teams | All Division Teams 
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following items: 
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Tailgate party 
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Facts and Figures 
Kickoff: 6:30 p.m. (ct)*Sat. Aug. 19 
Site: Paul Brown Stadium, Cincinnati 
Capacity: 65,600 

Playing surface: Natural grass 

Last meeting: Bears lost 16-10 on 
Dec. 10, 1995 at Riverfront Stadium. 
Rashaan Salaam rushed for 105 yards 
and a TD but the Bears couldn't rally 
from a 16-3 fourth quarter deficit. 

Last preseason meeting: Bears lost 
25-17 on Aug. 18, 1984 at Soldier 
Field. 

Did you know: The Bears beat the 
eventual Super Bowl champion St. 
Louis Rams 38-24 in their third presea- 
son game last year. —— 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


“CHICAGO BEARS at 


ON THE AIR_ 


Television: z Me 
Chicago’s stay yee 
WBBM-TV will | Managing Editor 
oe PLATTEVILLE, Wis.~ The Bearshave been 
the perfect homecoming opponent in recent 
Kevin Harlan | years, graciously losing all three times they've 
and Sam helped another NFL club open anew stadium. 
Wyche Dick Jauron and company are determined 
announcing. to end that trend Saturday when the Bears 
travel to Cincinnati for the inaugural game at 
Radio: Paul Brown Stadium, a $280 million facility 
WBBM-AM that replaces Cinergy Field as the Bengals’ 
(780) will carry fon = ee ee 
i icago has previously droppe: 
He a ee Ne games to the Carolina Panthers at Ericsson 
aly, Stadium in the 1996 preseason, the Baltimore 
Bender, Hub | Ravens at Ravens Stadium in the 1998 presea- 
Arkush and son, and the Tampa Bay. Buccaneers at 
Tom Thayer Raymond James Stadium ina 1998 regular sea- 


son contest. 


announcing. 
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Receiver Macey Brooks continues to fight for a roster spot Saturday when 
the Bears visit the Bengals in the inaugural game at Paul Brown Stadium. 


Saturday's game provides an opportunity 
for the Bears to play their starters a little longer 
while continuing to evaluate their promising 
young, draft picks. When it came to catching 
the ball in the preseason opening win over the 
New York Giants, two of those rookies were at 
opposite ends of the spectrum. 

While second-round pick Mike Brown had 
an interception late in the game, third-round 
receiver Dez White dropped a Cade McNown 
pass he should have easily caught. The ball 
was underthrown deep down the left sideline, 
but it's a catch you'd expect a high schooler to 
mak 


ce, 
White finished the game with no recep- 
tions. 
"It still bugs me. 1 know my first NFL catch 
could have been a touchdown,” White said last 
week. "But I'm not too worried about it. [know 
that's a play I'll make in the future.” 
"He was just nervous,” said fellow receiver 
Marcus Robinson, who missed the first two 


preseason. games with a strained ‘stomach 
muscle, "That happens sometimes in a game. 


MEET THE COACHES 
aa 


Dick s- 
Jauron j 


Dick Jauron, 49, 
enters his sec- 
ond season as 
Bears head 
coach. Last year 
he led the Bears to a 6-10 
record, the most wins by the 
club since 1996. He guided the 
Bears to road wins at 
Minnesota and Green Bay, 

a feat last accomplished 

by the 1991 Bears. 

Jauron played safety for 

eight NFL seasons with 

the Detroit Lions and 
Cincinnati Bengals. 


Bears hope for a grand opening 


You get nervous, but you have to overcome 
that and keep going.” 

Brown hardly resembled a rookie playing 
inhis first NFL game. He displayed the football 
intelligence — and the hands — that enticed the 
Bears to draft him in the first place. 

"[ believe Mike Brown will be an outstand- 
ing player in the National Football League. It's 
just a question of how soon,” said Bears coach 
Dick Jauron. "He's got the instincts and the 
toughness. He's got the ability to make a play 
ona ball and to catch the ball when he gets a 
chance to. You don't find that a Jot, as funny as 
itsounds. 

"You don't get a lot of chances to catch the 
ball asa defensive back in the National Football 
League. When they come, a lot of players just 
can't doit. If they can capitalize on their oppor- 
tunities, then they'll be real good players in our 
business. | think he'sa guy that's gotit all.” 

Another interesting aspect of Saturday's 
game will be watching McNown match up 
with Cincinnati’s Akili Smith. Both QBs were 
members of the 1999 first-round draft picks. 


Bruce 
Coslet 


Bruce Coslei, 54, 
enters his fifth 
season as 
Bengals head 
coach. He has 
compiled a 21-36 record and is 
47-76 overall as an NFL head 
coach, having worked for the 
New York Jets from 1990-93. 

Cosilet, a former Bengais 
player, served as an 
assistant coach with the 
club from 1981-89, a 
stretch that included 
“a Super Bowl appear- 
“ances in 1981 and 1988. 


AUGUST 19, 2000 


CHICAGO 


BEARS 


BEAR REPORT 11 


No. Name Ht wt Age Exp College No. Name Pos. Ht Wt. Age Yr. College 
1 Jeff Jaeger . 5-11 190 35 14 Washington 4 Scott Covington . QB 62 217 24 2 Miami (Fia.) 
2 Paul Edinger . 5-10 162 22 R_ Michigan State 5 Neil Rackers . AK 6-0 205 23 R illinois 
8 Cade McNown .... 61 208 23 2 UCLA 6 Brad Costello . sop (Gt = 280 25 4 Boston University 
9 Shane Matthews .. . 63 196 30. 7 Florida - 
9 Doug Pelfrey ..... eee Me eS 29 8 Kentucky 
10 Jaret Holmes . 60 203 23° 2 Aubum aie: Wao eae = ee 
41 Mark Hartsell .... . 6-4 225 "26 1 Boston College He arCaW ey = < Z eNOS 
12 Brent Bartholomew ... 62 220 23. 2 Ohio State Ye STS ee Soe a4 2° Ofeged 
13 Dee Miller ... 6-0 198 24 1 Ohio State 12 LaVell Boyd .. - 6-3 215 23 RF Louisville 
44 Aron Langley . 60 191 24 4 Wyoming 13 Daniel Pope . . 5-10 208 25 2 Alabama 
15 Jim Miller 62 215 28 7 Michigan State 16 Tariq McDonald . 6-0 190 22 A Arizona State 
46 Ahmad Mei 5-10 188 23. R_ Wisconsin 17 Marvin Chalmers . 62 210 23 R Wake Forest 
17 PatPalmer .. 62 181 25 1 _ Northwestern State 49 Scott Mitchell . 66 240 32 «11 Utah 
18 Corey Bridges 56 170 26 1 South Carolina 30) Sin Parkar BAL 198 Bo. Teas AEM 
19 Dez White . 60 219 21 * R Georgia Tech 
20 James Allen 510 215 24 3 Oklahoma iO AES Seg ee Piss SL Mare Dare 
21 ‘Terry Cousin 5-9 187 24 4 South Carolina 22 Rodney Heath se LS ee eee 
22 Shawn Wooden . 5-11 205 26 § Notre Dame 23 Greg Myers 61 202 27 5 (Colorado St. 
23. Jerry Azumah . 5-10 195 22 2 New Hampshire 24 Sedrick Shaw - 60 214 26 4 lowa 
24 Glyn Milburn . 58 176 28 8 Stanford 26 Cory Hall. 60 210 23 2 Fresno State 
25 Thomas Smith 5-11 190 29 8 North Carolina 27 Artrell Hawkins 510 190 24 3 Cincinnati 
26 R.W. McQuarters . . 5-9' 198 23 3 Oklahoma State 28 +Corey Dillon . 6-1 225 24 4 Washington 
27 Walt Harris... . 511 195 26 5 Mississippi State 29 Curtis Keaton 540 212 3s) AR lamesiMadieos 
29 Frankie Smith 5-9 194 31. 8 Baylor aa ; 
30 Mike Brown ... 510 202 22. -R_ Nebraska Og Neale eked go ee eS 
31 Frank Murphy 6-0 206 23 R Kansas State Si Dany Witams pO eneee 32 9! Beate) 
32 Marlon Barnes . 5-9 215 24 1 Colorado 33 JoJuan Armour 5-11 220 24 2 Miami (Ohio) 
33 Cordelt Taylor . . 6-0 188 26 3 Hampton 34 — Tremain Mack . - 6-0 193 25 4 Miami (Fia.) 
35 Donnie Caldwell 5-11 185 22 1 Wester Illinois 35 Michael Basnight 64 235 22 2 North Carolina A&T 
36 Todd McMillon 540 183 27 1 Norther Arizona 36 Brandon Bennett .. 5-11 220 27. 2 South Carolina 
a” ia Parrish 20 ail eae 37 Roosevelt Blackmon 6-1 185 25. 3 Morris Brown 
-s fai ‘oresi e isi 
43 Mike Green 60 176 23. -R_ Northwestern State pee ate =a hele: i dateann one 
44 Curtis Enis... . 6-0 250 24 3 Penn State piled ase sie oo 
45 Scott Dragos. 62 245 24 1 Boston College pee aweics Wig eee Pa ale Bes 
46 Chad Levitt ... 6-1 234 24 3 Comell 44 Ricky Brown .. 5-11 225 23° «= Texas 
47 Ray McElroy .. 5-11 196 28 5 Eastern Illinois 45 BrianGray 61 205 24 -RBrigham Young 
48 Marlion Jackson 61 237 22 R_ Saginaw Valley State 46 Clif Groce... . 5-11 245 28 4 Texas A&M 
49 Dustin Lyman . 6-4 250 24 R Wake Forest 48 Brad St. Louis . . 63 246 23. & SWMlissouri St. 
62 Keith Buns ...... 6-2 | 245 28 7 Oklahoma State 49 Robert Bean 541 178 22 R_ Mississippi St. 
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5 Parade of hits 


GAME STO 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The offseason investments the Bears made 
to retool their defense are already beginning to 
pay dividends. 

Rookie linebacker Brian Urlacher and a 
revamped secondary made a bunch of impact 
plays in Saturday night's 19-6 preseason victo- 
ry over the Cleveland Browns at Soldier Field. 
More importantly, the Bears kept an opponent 
out of the end zone for the second straight 
week in'starting the preseason 2-0 for the first 
time since 1994, Incidentally, that was the last 
time they made the playoffs. “ 

"Some guys showed up that we hoped 
would and we hope will for a long time," said 
Bears coach Dick Jauron. "I thought Brian 
Urlacher athletically and toughness-wise 
showed up on the field, He still has a lot to 
learn about the linebacker position, but he sure 
makes a lot of plays. You can see his athletic 
ability." 

Playing in the first game of what promises 
to be a long career at Soldier Field, Urlacher 
broke up two passes with well-timed hits, 
dragged down fullback Marc Edwards for a 
loss of two inside the Bears’ 10, and labeled 
Browns quarterback Tim Couch with a helmet- 
fist hit to the chin. The first round draft pick 
was givena 15-yard penalty for the effort. 

"Twasn’t too sure about that rule until I got 
that 15-yarder;" Urlacher said. "I'm sure there 
will be a fine with it. Now I know, and I won't 
do it again hopefully." 


highlights win 
over Browns 


6 | 19 


NFL quarterbacks no doubt share that senti- 
ment. 

Urlacher wasn't the only one making big, 
plays. Walt Harris, Tony Parrish and Shawn 
Wooden all intercepted Couch passes, leading 
to a pair of field goals as the Bears took a 13-6 
halftime lead. 

Early on, it was a story of redemption for 
Chicago. On the first play from scrimmage, 
Cade McNown overthrew a wide open Eddie 
Kennison. Later in the first quarter, the two 
connected on the same exact play for a 41-yard 
‘TD that gave the Bears a 7-3 lead. 

"| anticipated him to stay wide on that,” 
McNown said of the first play. "It was great 
because I threw the exact same ball the second 
time, and he just widened out perfectly under- 
neath it. If we wouldn’t have completed that 
one, I would have been pretty upset. He did a 
great job adjusting, getting to the ball and get- 
ting in the end zone." 

There was also a bit of redemption for 
McNown, who concluded the Bears’ first pos- 


Bears 20 Schedule 


PRESEASON 


Date 
Sat., Aug. 5 

Sat., Aug. 12 
Sat., Aug. 19 
Fri., Aug. 25 
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at N.Y, Giants 


at Cincinnati Bengals 
‘TENNESSEE TITANS 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 


Opponent 
8 
6 
WBBM 
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Sun., Dec. 17 
Sun., Dec, 24 
*Central time 


at Minnesota Vikings 
NEW YORK GIANTS 


DETROIT LIONS 
at Green Bay Packers 
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at NY, Jets 


at San Francisco 49ers 
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FOX 
FOX 
FOX 
ESPN 
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session of the game with an ill-advised pass 
that was intercepted by Browns cornerback 
Daylon McCutcheon. 

McNown played most of the first half, com- 
pleting 7 of 12 passes for 106 yards. 

"Ididn’t feel like I was throwing the ball that 
well," McNown said. "There were a couple of 
times I was getting the ball from center and get- 
ting rid of it really quick. wasn’t getting a great 
grip on the ball, probably because I wanted to 
get it out there so fast. I've still got to be patient 
and make sure I deliver an accurate ball." 

Harris and Kennison also made up for ear- 
lier miscues. On Cleveland's first drive, Harris 
dropped a sure interception he would have 
likely returned for a touchdown. Two plays 
later Kennison muffed a punt that the Browns 
recovered at the Bears’ 20. 

After Urlacher dumped Edwards, Phil 
Dawson's 20-yard field goal gave Cleveland a 
3-0 lead with 6:13 left in the first quarter. 

The Bears took a 10-3 lead on Kennison’s 
‘TD and Paul Edinger’s 34-yard field goal late 
in the opening quarter. It was the first of four 
field goals without a miss for Chicago kickers. 
Edinger hit another: Bt-yarder in thethird quar- 
ter, while Jaret Holmes hit bombs from 54 and 
48 yards to remain neck-and-neck in the kick- 
ing competition, 

"It's a good problem to have," said Bears 
vice president of personnel Mark Hatley, 

Defensively, the Bears held the Browns to 
two field goals on four red zone possessions. In 
the second quarter, defensive end Bryan 
Robinson stuffed running back Errict Rhett for 
no gain and a loss of three on successive plays. 
That forced Cleveland to settle for Dawson‘s 
25-yard field goal, drawing within 10-6 but no 
loser. 
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Jaret Holmes stayed perfect as a Bear by booting a 54-yard field goal on the 
final play of the first half to give Chicago a 13-6 lead en route to a. 19-6.win. 


PLAY OF THE GAM 


"Our defense has done a real nice job so far 
in the preseason keeping the other teams outiof 
the end zone, making them attempt field 
goals," Jauron said. "We generated a little more 
pass rush, which was good. There are some 
real competitive situations there, and I thought 
our guys competed through the whole game. 
They showed emotion at the end of the game. 
T really liked that.” 

Jauron also liked his running game, which 
produced 107 yards on 25 carries. After gaining 
just8 yards on 5 attempts a week earlier against 
the New York Giants, Curtis Enis rushed for 37, 
yardson 10 carries. The Bears entered the game 
hoping to give their 250-pound runner 10-15 

ing attemy 


an it Curtis ran well," Jauron said. 
"Obviously he’s a big back and he's got to 
warm into the game. | think the more he touch- 
esit the better he'll be. He's not in top condition 
yet, whichis OK, we still have time. His weight 
is outstanding right now and he's getting his 
legs back under him.” 

The same could be said for the Bears, who 
head poo Saturday looking to clinch 
their first winning preseason since 1994: 
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First impression a hit 


Urlacher puts on show for Bear fans in home debut 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


If it’s true you only get one chance to make 
a first impression, Brian Urlacher won more 
than.a football game Saturday night at Soldier 
Field. 

The first-round draft pick also won over 
Chicago fans in his first home appearance in a 
Bears uniform, Urlacher broke up two passes 
with crushing hits and dropped fullback Mare 
Edwards for a two-yard loss in the red zone. 
He also separated Tim Couch from his senses 
with a helmet-first blast that sent the Browns 
QB'sprawling halfway to the Field Museum. 

“It’s just being in the right spot at the right 
time," Urlacher said. "It's amazing what haj 
pens when you take the right drops and do the 
right thing. I’m starting to figure that out, that 
when I'min the right spot I make plays. It’s just 
a‘matter of getting there.” 


Catch this: A few minutes after muffing a 
punt that led to a Browns field goal, Eddie 
Kennison hauled in a 41-yard TD from Cade 
McNown to give the Bears a 7-3 first quarter 
lead. Redemption, however, was not on 
Kennison’s mind. 

"It dies right after the play is over with for 
me," said Kennison, who won the NFLs 
Fastest Man contest in 1997. "I’m going into my 
fifth season. I know how to shake things off. If 
you continue to let things hang on your shoul- 
ders, you'll have those problems. As soon as 
ths play was over, I shook it off and that was 

hat”, + 

Kennison finished with three receptions for 
57 yards. McNown connected on the TD pass 
after overthrowing a wide open Kennison on 
the identical play on the first snap of the game. 

"He doesn’t let those things affect him," 


a : 


GAME 
NOTES 


head coach Dick Jauron said of McNown. "He 
comes back the next down and the next down 
and the next down, and I think that’s what's 
going to make him an outstanding quarter- 
back," 


Defense does it: Shawn Wooden's jarring 
hit on tight end Mark Campbell earned the 
Bears safety praise from a teammate. 

"You see those guys in the backfield, they 
were coming up and making hits," said defen- 
sive end Bryan Robinson. "Shawn Wooden, I 
didn’t know he could do that. 

"If our DBs play the way they're playing, 
we're going to be something to watch ths year. 
‘These guys are stepping up. I give all the cred- 
it to the guys upstairs. They're starting to put 
the pieces together." 

The Bears defense registered four sacks, 
two by recent free agent acquisition Troy 
Wilson. They also forced four turnovers and 
held the Browns to 3 of 16 (19 percent) on third 
down. 

On many occasions, defenders swarmed to 
the ball and gang tackled. 

"I think that goes back to our practice style," 
said defensive tackle Jim Flanigan. "We always 
practice real up-tempo and everybody flies to 
the ball. That's something that becomes a habit. 
That's what successful defenses do, they fly to 
the ball. If one guy makes a mistake or misses 
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Cade McNown completed 7 of 12 passes for 106 yards with 1 TD and 1 inter- 
ception in Saturday’s 19-6 preseason win over the Browns at Soldier Field. 


a tackle, the next guy's there to make it.” 


Ina rush: Curtis Enis rushed for37 yards on 
10 carries, a3.7-yard average. A week earlier he 
averaged just 1.6 yards ina win over the New 
York Giants with 8 yards on 5 carries. On 
Saturday, James Allen led the Bears with 47 
yards on 9 attempts. 

"| thought we moved the ball more effec- 
tively with the run game, which is one of the 
things we wanted to do,” Jauron said. "I think 
we're at least on track there, We believe we can 
bea real good running football team, and that 
will help us." 


Sick list: Bears players sidelined with 
injuries included WR Marcus Robinson 
(abdominal strain) S Michael Green (ham- 
string), TE John Allred (calf), CB Reggie Austin 
(heel). QB Jim Miller (elbow) had practiced 
during the week but did not play due to pre- 
cautionary reasons. 

WR Marty Books TE Dustin Lyman, 8 
Shane Matthews, G Chris Villarrial, CB 
‘Thomas Smith and LB Sean Harris played for 
the first time this preseason. 

WR Dez White (sprained shoulder) and LB 
Khari Samuel (sprained knee) were injured 
during the game. 


- CONTROVERSY. 
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CHICAGO BEARS 
Net 

RUSHING 
Allen so) 47 
Enis 10 37 
Murphy 4 18 
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Matthews 
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KICKOFF RETURNS 
Powell af 
Patten 2 0 47 25 


CHICAGO BEARS 
Unofficial 
Ast. Sack Yrds. Int. PD FF 
0 0.0 0.0 I Hi 1 
0 0.0 60.0 0 Oo “0 


Parrish 
Colvin 


ROS 


Third Down Conversions (%) 


31 


30F 


25 


‘Bears Browns 


Time of Possession 
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Ready for Eddie 


Bears receiver Eddie Kennison celebrates a 41-yard 
TD reception from Cade McNown in the first quarter 


19-6 win over the Cleveland Browns. 


Defense makes a stand 


Crisp tackling, 
turnovers lead 
way to victory 


The Bears addressed a lot of problem areas 
in the game against Cleveland. Obviously the 
kicker situation came out looking good. They 
addressed the area of defensive tackling, espe- 
cially the free’safety spots that came out good 
along with the interceptions and the turnovers. 

. The tackling is so much sharper from the 
corners and from the free safety. Our free safe- 
ty play last year was nil. In this game, Shawn 
Wooden made a couple of great tackles and 
had an interception. Walt Harris made an 
interception and Tony Parrish is just invalu- 

~ able. Not only is Parrish getting the tackles and 
the big hits, but he came up with the big play 
with that interception down on the goal line. 

The pressure on the quarterback came from 
the blitz package they were using. The Bears 
used more blitz. packages than I thought they 
would. But I think during the year you're 
going to see more of that because they'll bring, 
the linebackers and the safeties up. They even 
brought Thomas Smith once. They can do that 
now because they've got guys out there on the 
corners who can cover. 

Did you notice the coverage on the defense 
by the corner now? No longer are you seeing 
that cushion. They are right on top of the 
receivers, playing tight coverage. They have 
guys now that can cover so the rest of the 


defense can be more aggressive and go after 
the quarterback. 

This year they are going to be putting pres- 
sure not only with the front line but also with 
the blitzing. In the first half, the sacks weren't 
there but the pressure was there. And that’s the 
key. If you get that pressure, eventually the 
sacks will come. 

Everybody's expecting Phillip Daniels to 
get his sacks, but that’s a bit premature here. J 
think it will be a little time before he gets back 
in the groove of putting people down on the 
ground. The overall content of the defense is 
what I like, 

Brian Urlacher is everything they said he 
hs Ee Was allover te Barletta 
like about him. He stopped guys on first down. 

They blitzed him quite a bit, too. He got that 
one illegal hit on Tim Couch the quarterback, 
but being a fellow linebacker, that’s okay. 

On offense, the main thing was the running 
game, In the first game against the Giants, the 
Bears only ran for 14 yards in the first half and 


never had the ball. In this game they stayed on 
and put some strides They started out 
slow but I thought at the end Curtis Enis was 
running better as far as straight dive plays or 
straight in from the line. Enis can move the pile 
that way and I think that’s how they're gonna 
have to end up using him. He's strictly a 
banger. Just let him fly up there and let him 
take as many yards and as many people as he 
can carry with him. 

Cade McNown came in and did a pretty 
good job after he missed on that first play. I've 
always liked Shane Matthews. After the prob- 
lems he had with that infection he looked 
tremendous on a couple of those drives. He's 
getting his strength back and throwing the ball 
very well. 

One of the down sides of the game was Dez. 
White dropping that pass for the second game 
in a row. That concems me a little. They say 
he's catching everything in training camp but 
the fact is he dropped a big pass and he 
dropped a big one in the Giants game, too. 

I can't say enough about Bobby Engram. 
Engram, I think; is the glue to that offense. He 
came through once again on two third down 
situations and caught passes for first downs 
and he made the big plays against the Giants 
and he is so consistent. He's gotta be a big part 
of that offense, there’s no question about it. 

Eddie Kennison’s speed on the outside will 
complement Engram. That makes defenses 
worry when you got a guy on the outside that 
can run and has some speed and you're gonna 
have to play defenses accordingly. It opens up 
other guys to make plays. 

I don't think they were expecting Holmes 


ja Trove 
Which ex-Bear has the 
worst winning percent- 
age among the 48 active 
NFL quarterbacks with at 
least 10 starts? 

(Answer on page 23) 


+ and Edinger to perform the way they have. I 
expected it out of Holmes, I saw him last year 
against Tampa kick two into the wind. Holmes 
hit the 54-yarder and you think maybe he was 
lucky but then he comes back witha 48-yarder. 
The Bears have a big decision to make but !'d 
rather be in their position than the position a 
couple of weeks ago when they thought they 
had nothing. 

Next week against Cincinnati is the third 
game of the pieseason. The third game is.the 
one where they put ina game plan: Inthe years 
I played, the third preseason game is the one 
that meant the most. The starters should go 
three quarters against Cincinnati. 

I would like to see the offense come out and 
open it up a little more and let the running 
game pound the football. They've got to start 
pounding the football, there’s no question 
about it, 

‘The Bears can’t be afraid to show what they 
have. Everyone says wait until the season todo 
that. Why? Work on all your stuff. 


Doug Buffone hosts the Doug Buffone Sporis 
Magazine Sunday mornings on Fox Sports 
Chicago. 
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high for Enis 


BOB LeGERE 


It's understandable that Curtis Enis doesn't 
want to talk:much about last year. 

His 3.2-yard average per carry tied for the 
lowest in the NFLamong the 28 players who 
rushed for more than 600 yards. 

The sooner he can obliterate that from 
memory the better. 

"[ think asa running back you want to have 
a higher average than that,” said Enis, who is 
determined to make that statistic a distant 
memory. "I can erase it if I'm patient. I think I 
can, but I'm inno hurry. Time is on my side." 

And it's apparently going to take awhile, 
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112 Market Street ¢ Sun Prairie, WI 53590-2986 
Phone 800-728-6315 Ext. 242 ¢ Fax (608) 825-3053 


based on his‘ disappointing 5-carry, 8-yard 
effort in the preseason opener against the 
Giants. 
"[thought he ran hard, but I thought he had 
a chance to get a few more yards than he did," 
Bears boss Mark Hatley said. "He 
got his heels clicked together once, but I 
thoughthe ran with power and thathe blocked 
good. I don't think he'll do anything but get 
better. I think he's got to get used to getting hit, 
get his balance a little better, head up, but 
everybody had things they need to improve 
on. I think he's powerful, | think he's got a lot of 
strength, and I think he'll get going the next 
While critics sometimes overlook the exten- 
uating circumstances that surrounded Enis’ 
1999 season, he rushed for 916 yards playing 
ona reconstructed ACL in his left knee which 
never was 100 tand fora team that often. 
seemed to run the ball only to set up the pass. 
"A lot of guys would have shut it down last 
year; they wouldn't have played,” said Bears 
running backs coach Earle Mosley, whose own 
scar-crossed knees are evidence he knows of 
what he speaks. "The guy never complained, 
he just kept working. I know it was hurting 
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him, I know he had to be 
soreand in pain, but he did- 
n'tsay a word.” 

While tions are | 
much higher for Enis this 
season, another 12 months 
removed from the injury, | 
he's still uncertain of what | 
lies ahead. He has regained 
the 25 or 30 pounds he 
dropped last season to 
lessen wear and tear on his 
injured knee. Coaches say 
that despite the added 
weight he is more explosive 
than last season. More 
importantly, he has regained 
ihe poet tel defined his 
running style. But until he [7 
performs in a game as he 
did before the surgery, there 
will be questions in his | 
mind, which is still in rehab 
mode. He wants to be as 
good as he was, but he does- 
n't know for sure. l 
"Td be lying to you if If 
told you I know it’s all right 
now,” he said. 'Tm still learn- 
ing. Iknow I'm notthe same E 
running back before the sur- 
gery because I'm 24; then I was 22. It's hard to 
tell right now. I wish I could fell you after the 
first (preseason) game. It feels good to get back 
and come in at the weight I was supposed to 
come in at, now it's just fine-tuning things.” 

Back up to 255 pounds, Enis is more capa- 
ble of running over or through tacKlers than he 
was last season at 225, But he's still getting used 
to his new/old body. 

"Td like to say I'm comfortable (at his aur- 
rent weight), but I'm very hard on myself," Enis 
said. "Tm not ready yet, but lam getting better 
each and every day at practice to get to where 
Ineed to be by the first game of the season.” 

While it remains to be seen if Enis is as good 
as ever, there's no denying he's better than last 
season, when he started opening day just nine 
months after major surgery. Despite carrying 
the ball 287 times, Enis’ longest run was 19 
yards. 


was a year ago, when we were 
monitoring him every day and. 
we didn't let him have any con- 
tact for the first 10 days of train- 
ing camp,” coach Dick Jauron 
said. "He's worked awfully 
hard inside our program, and I 
just have a lot of confidence in 
Curtis. I believe he's going to 
have an outstanding year. 


"He's far ahead of wherehe “A lot of guys 
would have 
shut it down 
last year; 
they wouldn't 
have played. 
The guy never 
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Curtis Enis has yet to top the 100- 
yard mark in 24 career games. 


the media as a rookie after reporting on the 
final day of training camp. Last season he 

camp as the friendly and outgoing 
Curtis, but before the season was halfway over 
he transformed into the sullen, withdrawn and 
uncooperative Curtis: 

"Its hard coming out as the No. 1 draft 
pick” Mosley said. "Everybody expects you to 
do this and be that, and what background does 
he have to fall back on? What other experiences 
does he have to draw from? They don't care 
thathe's 22 or 23 years old, they just see him up 
there making money. So he kind of looks 
around, tries to do what other guys do. I just 
told him, ‘Be yourself Curtis and work hard." 

During a full-contact drill 
last week, Enis absorbed sever- 
al shots from defensive line- 
men, the last from tackle Jim 
Flanigan, who threw inashotat 
the end of the play when he 
thought Enis was retaliating. In 
the past, Enis would not have 
let the play end without fan- 
ning the flames. So far this year 
he's teacting differently. 

"There's no __deesion 
between us,” Enis said. “He's a 


"Everybody including us a competitor, [like that. Ifa guy's 
and him wanted him to have complained, es give it all he’s a in 
more longer runs last yea! fhe just kept practice, he's going to giveit his 
believe he's back where he can . s allin the game. It's fun to know 
do that because of his strength. I working. that guys have that type ofedge 
think he'll run over people for ‘on them because that's what we 


longer runs. I think his balance will be better 
because his strength is back. I think you'll see a 
better player.” 

Off the field Enis, like any young player, has 
had to find his niche and assimilate with older 
teammaies. Last season during training camp, 
he seemed to go out of his way to punish 
defensive teammates in contact drills, which 
didn't set well with most. He was distrustful of 


need in order to accomplish what we need to 
this year.” 

Maybe more than anything, the Bears need 
a big-time contribution from Enis, and he 
appears mach more capable of providing it 
this year 


Bob LeGere covers the Bears for the Daily 
Herald. 
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' Study of Bears 
proves there is 
a connection 


_ In Statistically Speaking, Bear Report's 
numbers guru, Dr. Z, takes a strong posi- 
tion on a particular issue relevant to the 
Bears and/or the NFL and utilizes statistics 
to provide evidence for his position. 


By Adam Zuckerman 
Special to Bear Report 


"Who cares about the preseason? It doesn't 
count." 

This is a typical point of view held by NFL 
observers and no doubt most Bears fans would 
agree with that philosophy. The common view 
is that the preseason is a time to evaluate talent, 
make the necessary roster cuts and prevent 
injuries to key, players at all costs — therefore 
limiting their playing time. 

So does it really matter who wins these 
games? Are preseason results consistent with 
regular season performance? Before you say 
“no', let’s take a look at the numbers: 

From 1928 to 1998, the Bears played 334 pre- 
season games, with an average preseason win- 
ning percentage of .601. This performance 
slightly outpaced their average regular season 
winning, percentage over the same period of 
time, which was 579. 

Only three coaches have bucked the Bears’ 
overall trend and logged a better average win- 

‘ning percentage in regular season action than 
preseason play: Dave Wannstedt, Mike Ditka 
and Neil Armstrong. 

Indeed, even Papa Bear himself should 
have saved more for the regular season-on 
average he won at a .717 dlip in the preseason 
compared to .663 in the regular season. 

* Now here's the really important news: 
When the Bears do better than their 601 aver- 
age winning percentage in the preseason, their 
average regular season winning percentage is 
683, compared with only .482 when their pre- 
season performiance is' at or below their 601 
average. 

Still not convinced the preseason is more 
meaningful than most fans believe? How 
about the critical last preseason game, which 
almost always precedes the regular season 
opener by a week? Does the psychological 
momentum carry over into the regular season? 
Overall the Bears are .625 in this last game. 
When the Bears win that game, their average 
regular season winning percentage is .632. 
When they lose their preseason finale, their 
average regular reason winning percentage is 
only 493, 

Further, 38 percent of the seasons in which 
they've won that last game have included trips 
to the playoffs, whereas only 19 percent of the 
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The Bears’ win over the New York Giants Aug. 5 renee 
the first time Chicago opened the preseason with a road © of seven division titles in an eight-year stretch. 


seasons in which they've lost that last game 
have included post season play. 

Here's something else: Since Pro Bow! selec 
tions started in 1951, the Bears’ average presea- 
son winning percentage has been 495 (essen- 
tially 500). During seasons in which the Bears 
performetl at or below .500 in the preseason 
they had an average of only 2.6 Pro Bow! selec- 
tions per season, compared with an average of 
48 selections when the Bears performed better 
than .500 in the preseason. 

In addition, the two Bears coaches who top 
the list for average regular season winning per- 
centage, Ralph Jones (.727) and Halas (663), are 
also in the top three for preseason percentage, 
Jones first with .833 and Halas third with .717. 
(Second is Paddy Driscoll, who coached only 
two seasons, with a preseason percentage of 
817 and a regular season percentage of 618.) 

Some fans might argue that preseason 
games dating backas far as the ‘30s and '40s are 
not relevant to include given that (1) regular 
season starters may have more typically start- 
ed those preseason games; (2) there were often 
many more preseason games each season 
(sometimes as many as seven); and (3) the 
league has changed so much over time that 
including these early results may skew the cal- 
culations. 


Not true. Since 1978, 
when four (or occasionally five) preseason 
games became the standard, the association 
still holds. The Bears’ average preseason win- 
ning percentage over this period of time is 427, 
and the Bears average .568 in the regular sea- 
son when they beat this preseason average. 
When they performed at or poorer than this 
preseason average, their regular season aver- 
age winning percentage drops to 497. 

I'm certainly not saying that the preseason 
determines positively how well the regular 
season will go. Indeed, many fans remember 
1985, when the Bears were 1-3 in the preseason 
and went on to win Super Bowl XX. Then 
again, the last time they compiled a winning 
preseason record was 1994, which coincided 
with the last time they made the playoffs. 

What I am saying is this: The preseason is 
for real. Pay attention. Itis a reliable, valid, and 
relatively strong predictor of regular season 
play. 


Adam Zuckerman is a Ph.D. psycholo- 
gist with extensive experience in empirical 
scientific research and quantitative analy- 
sis. He works full time as a management 
consultant and more than full time as a 
Chicago Bears’ fanatic. 


Do preeeaaan results matt wr? 


victory since 1991. That season the Bears won the final 


Perfect preseasons 
lead to the playoffs 


The 1994 Bears were among 11 teams in 
the ‘90s to make the playoffs following an 
undefeated ‘The others were the 
Giants in 1990, the 49ers and Vikings in ‘92, 
eyecare oad 
in’98, and oe 


isi win dese 
Tampa 
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Name: Eddie Kennison 


Worst movie I've ever seen: Man on the 


Position: Wide receiver Moon. It was terrible. It wasn’t my type of 
Height, weight: 6-0, 198 movie. I'm a Jim Carrey fan, but they could 
College: LSU have kept that movie. 


Season in NEL: 5th 

Acquired by Bears: Acquired via trade with 

New Orleans Saints on Feb. 21, 2000. 

Did you know: Won 1997 NFL's Fastest Man 
_ contest. ... First player in LSU history to have 
* ‘his number (#2) retired. 

Family; Fiancee (Shimika), son (Karrington). 

Hometown: Lake Charles, La. 


Hobbies: | like to spend a lot of time with my 
son. And béing from down south, I love water 
sports like skiing and all that good stuff. 


Best time of my life: When my son was bom 
(June 2, 1998). I was in the delivery room see- 
‘ing everything. It makes you look at your 
fiancee, girlfriend, wife—whoever she may 
be—a little differently because things happen 
in there you could not possibly imagine if you 
haven't seen it. You look at her different and 
appreciate her a lot more. 


If I was NFL commissioner, the one rule I 
would change: The ¢elebration rule. ’d let the 
guys celebrate a little more. 


Actor who should portray me in my life story: 
Martin Lawrence. I'm somewhat like Martin. I 
like jokes, comedy and having fun but yet Im 
kind of laid-back and quiet. 


Worst job I ever had: Working at Popeye's 
when I was in high school. When you're back 
there and you've got to build that hot grease 
and put that butter on the biscuits, that was the 
worst. 


Most interesting or unusual thing I did this 
offseason: I got engaged. My mother and I 
planned it with her, but she had no idea. She 
was planning what she thought was a going 
away to training camp party for me, but she 
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was actually setting up her own engagement The one word that best describes me: 
» Party, Outgoing. 
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CARD MEMBERSHIP 


Gi) 
Order saline and ente! 
i 239 for discou 


AUGUST 19, 2000 


Hartsell 


From page 7 


A repeat of the Warner story in Chicago is 
beyond Hartsell's wildest dreams. He's simply 
focusing on improving every day; learning the 
offense and speeding up his release. 

Y Teammates tease 
Hartsell about his Boston 
accent but are inspired by 
his pursuit of a job after 
three years out of the 
sport. 

Center Casey 
Wiegmann said Hartsell 
was calm and collected na 
the huddle against the 

Mark Hartsell Giants, but hee was one 
time the quarterback needed assistance after 
mixing one wrong word into a play call during, 


a TV timeout. 

"| looked at him and said, ‘That's not the 
play you should be calling." Wiegmann said. 
"He goes, ‘Really?’ But then he knew what he 
did as soon as he said it." E 

Hartsell will continue to try to make the 
most of his opportunities. But if he doesn't land 
ajob on the Bears’ final roster or even the prac- 
tice squad, he'll hang up his pads — again — 
with no regrets. , 

"[ think about it, but if I get released I’m not 
going to be like it's the end of the world and go 
home and mope around," Hartsell said. "You 
can’t do that. Life goes on. Shoot, I would love 
tomake this team, but I can only do what I can 
do. 

"If things don’t work out, what's the worst 
that’s going to happen to me? I get to go home, 
get a job, and my beautiful wife's been home 
waiting for me anyway. If things do work out, 
it’s great too. So I do have nothing to lose." 


Bears cautious 
with Robinson 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


PLATTEVILLE, Wis. — Marcus Robinson 
returned-to- practice-on~a limited: basis: last 
week but missed his second straight preseason 

‘game while still recovering from a strained 
stomach musele. 

"We're taking it day to day and 
I'm doing what the trainers are 
telling me to do," said Robinson, 
who caught 84 passes for a team- 
record 1,400 yards and 9 touch- 
downs last season. 

Robinson first returned to prac- 
tice to catch passes in pads and a hel- 
met. The Bears are going to extreme 


Milbum, offensive tackle Jimmy Herndon 
and wide receiver Eddie Kennison. 

Hatley could be at it-again. The Chicago 
Sun-Times reported that several teams have 
called-inquiring about-a trade. The Bears are 
deep at receiver, linebacker, defensive back, 
offensive line and return specialist. The 
Jacksonville Jaguars have phoned in 
quest of offensive linemen. The 
Cincinnati Bengals are interested ina 
receiver, 

"We've had quite a few calls 
and I expect to get more as we get to 
the 60 and 53 cuts," Hatley said. 
"Every team is different. Some teams 
want special teams guys, some 
proven return guys, some veteran 


measures to make sure the fourth- TRAINING _ Teceivers and some offensive tackles. 
year receiver doesn't aggravate the CAMP But everyone wants guys that have 
injury or incur a new one. NOTEBOOK Played." 


- "That's the concem right now," 
said receivers coach Mike Borich. 
"But we're going to be very smart. It's an 
abdominal muscle, which at the worst could 
become a tear or a hernia. | think (trainer) Tim 
* Bream's doing a great job. He's being cau- 

tious.” 
"I don't know if we're being overcautious,” 
said Bream. "We're going by what the literature 
shows us as far as injuries of this sort. We've 
talked to different specialists across the coun- 
try. We want to make sure he's healed 100 per- 
cent without putting him back in there in dan- 
ger of hurting it again." 

Robinson hopes to make his preseason 
debut Saturday in Cincinnati, but even that 
may not be a realistic possibility. 

"[ haven't done anything to test it out yet," 
Robinson said. "I've done no sprinting, no turn- 
ing or anything like that. I really don't know 
how it is until we test it." 


Let's make a deal: Since joining the Bears in 
1997, Mark Hatley has made 14 trades, acquit- 
ing players such as return specialist Glyn. 


Roster moves: With defen- 


‘sive tackle Chris Mims missing most of train- 


ing camp with a strained left hip flexor, the 
Bears bolstered their line by signing end Troy 
Wilson. The 6-4, 265-pounder was released by 
the New Orleans Saints after starting four 


games and registering 5.5 sacks in 1999, 
Wilson and Hatley were together with the 
Kansas City Chiefs. 


"He can’t go 60 minutes, but you can get 
some snaps out of him on first and second 
down if you had to," Hatley said. 

The Bears released QB Clint Dolezel to cre- 
ate a roster spot. 


Tossed helmet: It didn't qualify as a fight, 
but linebacker Rosevelt Colvin and offensive 
tackle Chad Overhauser certainly would have 
drawn penalties had their little training camp 
confrontation last week happened ina game. 

Ina one-on-one pass-rush drill, the two 
grabbed hold of each other's facemasks. Colvin 
ripped Overhauser's helmet off and tossed it 
about 15 yards. 
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NFL PRESEASON SCHEDULE 


Sat. July 29 Atlanta 20, Indianapolis 13 

N.Y. Jets 24, New Orleans 20 

Cleveland 33, Philadelphia 22 

Pittsburgh 38, Dallas 10 

Hall of Fame Game at Canton, Ohio (ABC): 
New England 20, San Francisco 0 


Sun. July 30 
Mon. July 31 


WEEK 1 (Bye: Cleveland) 

Fri. Aug. 4 Buffalo 21, Cincinnati 20 

Tampa Bay 13, Washington 12 
Jacksonville 34, Carolina 14 
New England 13, Detroit 10 
Green Bay 37, N.Y. Jets 24 
BEARS 20, N.Y. Giants 8 
Pittsburgh 13, Miami 10 

Seattle 28, Indianapolis 16 
Tennessee 14, Kansas City 10 
New Orleans 25, Minnesota 24 
St. Louis 31, Oakland 17 
Baltimore 16, Philadelphia 13 
San Diego 23, San Francisco 20 
Denver 31, Arizona 17 
American Bowl at Tokyo, Japan (ESPN): 
Atlanta 20, Dallas 9 


Sat. Aug. 5 


WEEK 2 (Bye: Philadelphia) 

Thu. Aug. 10 Miami 15, Tampa Bay 13 
Pittsburgh 13, Carolina 0 

Atlanta 31, Cincinnati 16 
Washington 30, New England 20 
Jacksonville 16, N.Y. Giants 13 
BEARS 19, Cleveland 6 F 
Indianapolis 17, New Orleans 0 
at West Lafayette, Indiana 
Baltimore 10, N.Y. Jets 0 

Detroit 15, Buffalo 13 

San Diego 31, Minnesota 7 
Arizona 21, Seattle 3 

Denver 26, Green Bay 20 
Oakland 21, Dallas 20 

San Francisco 33, Kansas City 10 
St. Louis at Tennessee (ABC) 


Fri. Aug. 11 


Sat. Aug. 12 


Sun. Aug. 13 


Mon. Aug. 14 7 p.m. 


WEEK 3 (Bye: New Orleans) 

Fri. Aug. 18 San Diego at Atlanta 
Tennessee at Philadelphia 
Baltimore at Carolina 

N.Y. Giants at N.Y. Jets 
Arizona at Minnesota (ESPN) 
Detroit at Oakland 

BEARS at Cincinnati 6:30 p.m. 
Washington at Cleveland 6:30 p.m. 
American Bowl at Mexico City, Mexico (CBS): 
Indianapolis vs. Pittsburgh 7 p.m. 
Buffalo at St. Louis 7 p.m. 
Jacksonville at Kansas City 7:30 p.m. 
Dallas at Denver 8 p.m. 
San Francisco at Seattle 10 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at New England (FOX) 3 p.m. 
Green Bay at Miami (ABC) 7 p.m. 


6:30 p.m, 
6:30 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
7:20 p.m. 
8 p.m. 
Sat. Aug. 19 


Sun. Aug. 20 
Mon. Aug. 21 


WEEK 4 (Bye: N.Y. Jets) 
Thu. Aug. 24 Atlanta at Jacksonville 
Buffalo at Philadelphia 
Carolina at New England 
Minnesota at Indianapolis 
St. Louis at Dallas (ESPN) 
Seattle at Oakland 
Tennessee at BEARS 
Detroit at Cincinnati 
Kansas City at Tampa Bay 
Baltimore at N.Y. Giants 
Miami at New Orleans 
Pittsburgh at Washington a 
Denver at San Francisco 
Arizona at San Diego 
Cleveland at Green Bay 
Note: All times listed are Central Time 


6:30 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
7pm. 
7pm. 
7:20 p.m. 
8p.m. 
7 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
7 p.m. 
7p.m. 
7p.m. 
8 p.m. 
9p.m. 
4p.m. 


Fri. Aug. 25 


Sat. Aug. 26 
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Lions defensive end Robert maALIONS | has } 


reportedly agreed to a four-year, $25 million 
contract that includes a $10 million signing, 
bonus. 

Porcher, who was designated as Detroit's 
franchise player, had initially accepted a one- 
year tender offer of $4,253 million. That 
allowed the Lions to retain the franchise play- 
er designation while beginning talks with 
Porcher on an extended contract. 

Porcher, an eight-year veteran who led the 
Lions with 15 sacks last season, was originally 
asking for $41.5 million with a $15 million 
bonus through his South Carolina-based 
agent, Ricky Lefft. He also was seeking anoth- 
er $2 million guaranteed later in the contract. 

On Feb. 11, Porcher decided at the last 
minute to take the Lions’ offer. But by the time 
he. called them back to accept deal, the Lions 
had faxed the NFL the information making 
him the team franchise player, and it was too. 
late to withdraw it. 

SIGNED UP: The Lions signed veteran 
free safety Leomont Evans as a free agent last 
week. Terms for Evans, a starter for the 
Washington Redskins the last two seasor 
were not disclosed. 

Evans likely will move into the role vacated 
by Mark Carrier, who left the Lions and signed 
a five-year, $15.9 million deal with the 
Redskins during the offseason. 

The 26-year-old Evans spent his first four 
NFL seasons in Washington after being select- 
ed in the fifth round of the 1996 draft out of 
Clemson. Used primarily in a reserve role for 
two seasons, Evans started 28 games over the 
last two seasons, including 15 a year ago. 

DEBUT: Former Bear and Packer quarter- 
back Mike Tomezak was 4 of 13 for 36 yards in 
his Lions’ debut in the first preseason game. 

Tomcezak, signed as a free agent in the off- 
season, was thrust into the starter’s role when 
Charlie Batch suffered an injury in the off-sea- 
son. Batch is hoping to be back for the regular- 
season opener. 


waivers. 


mage. 


preseason opener against the Jets. 


said after the game. 


it looks that way.” 


pull. 


will enter an NFL drug program. 


Possessing prescription drugs. 
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GREEN BAY PACKERS iam MINNESOTA e. TAMPA BAY 


It didn't take the Packers long to ESCKERS out : 
that rookie Joey Jamison wasn't the answer to 
their return questions. Two days after the pre- 
season opener, the'Packers placed Jamison on 

Jamison was the Packers’ fifth round pick ; said. 
out of Texas Southern. While the Packers liked 
his speed, Jamison had trouble hanging onto 
the ball. The 5-foot-9, 170-pounder suffered a 
few drops during the Packers’ post draft mini- 
camps and during the team's public scrim- 


He retumed one punt for two yards in the 


OUCH: Running back Rondell Mealey 
apparently suffered a serious knee injury dur- 
ing the Jets’ game, Packer coach Mike Sherman 


"It turns out Rondell Mealey came in after 
the game and said his knee was feeling a little 
funny. They looked at it, it's being further eval- 
uated but it may be an ACL," Sherman said. 

"We're not sure about that, he's didn't even 
know when it happened during the game. 
Hopefully it's not that way, but as of right now 


Mealey performed well in the second half 
against the Jets with 13 carries for 67 yards, 
including a 15-yard, fourth-quarter TD. The 
rookie even got to execute a Lambeau Leap. 

Packer running backs have had their share 
of injuries already. Dorsey Levens finally 
returned to practice after sitting out with an 
injury and Basil Mitchell is slowed by a groin 


IN TROUBLE: Former Packer and 49er 
comerback Craig Newsome pleaded guilty to 
two charges related to prescription drugs and 


Newsome, 28, of La Crosse, Wis. entered 
the pleas Aug. 5 in La Crosse County Circuit 
Court to one felony charge of obtaining a con- 
trolled substance by fraud and one misde- 
meanor count of being party to the crime of 


? armed Todd Bouman (3 of 8, 39 yards). 


By David Marran 


The biggest question mark confronting the 
Buccaneers this season is where it has been the 
past four years: At quarterback. 

In year's past questions centered around 
‘Trent Dilfer. With Dilfer gone, those questions 
now center around second-year performer 
Shaun King. 

In the Bucs’ first preseason game, King 
showed that he was up to the challenge of 
leading the team that some have fingered fora 
Super Bow1 berth. 

King, a Tulane product, completed 10 of 11 
passes for 104 yards in a 13-12 victory over the 
Washington Redskins. King set up a touch- 
down with completions of 14 yards to 
Keyshawn Johnson and 31 yards to Jacquez 
Green, who caught the ball slanting across the 
middle and nearly scored on the only pass 
‘Tampa Bay's starter threw downfield. 

While he completed 91 percent of his 
throws, King wasn't entirely satisified withthe 
performance of the offense, 

The fact that the 13-point performance 
came on the heels of a no-touchdown per- 
formance in the NFC Championship Game is 
ause for concern for King and the Bucs. 

"I think we can do better,” said King, who 
‘ook over the starting quarterback job late in 
rookie year. "But we wanted to go out and 
nove the ball and that's what we did, so 1 can't 
complain." 

DEBUT: Johnson had three receptions for 
33 yards in his first action for the Buccaneers. 
johnson, a two-time Pro Bowl performer, was 

from the New York Jets for a pair of 
first-round draft picks in a blockbuster trade 
this spring. 

"We did a good job moving the ball,’ 
Johnson said. "Any time you can do that after 
just getting familiar with a new offense, that's a 
ood start." 

Johnson caught 89 passes for 1,170 yards for 
the Jets last season, By comparison, Warrick 
Dunn was the Bucs’ leading receiver with 64 
? receptions for only 589 yards. 


The Vikings were relieved that the injuries i 
wide receiver Randy Moss suffered in the 
team’s preseason opener weren't serious. MRIs 
revealed that Moss has a bruised left shoulder 
and bruised ribs, team trainer Chuck Barta 


Moss was injured in an exhibition loss to 
New Orleans Aug. 5 when he landed flush on 
his left shoulder after leaping over a defender 
trying to score at the end of a 55-yard gain. 

Moss stayed down momentarily and 
played one more snap before leaving the game 
with five minutes left in the first half. X-rays 
were negative but the Vikings sent Moss to a 
hospital for further medical tests in the third 
quarter to make sure there wasn't any damage 
to the shoulder capsule. 

Moss is day-to-day. Coach Dennis Green 
said Moss won't play again until he's 100 per- 
cent. 

"It's hard to keep Randy out of the lineup 
because Randy plays with a tremendous pas- 
sion," Green said. "Welll always try to be real 
smart when it comes to injuries and make sure 
that he's totally healthy." 

OUCH-2: Punter Mitch Berger, might mi: 
up to two weeks with a thigh bruise on hit 
right (kicking) leg, Green said. Berger was 
injured in the second half against the Saints 
when Gerald Vaughn blew past Ja 
Humphrey and blocked a punt, smashing into 
Berger in the process. 

COSTLY WORDS: Humphrey is one o} 
three candidates to replace Mike Morris as thi 
Vikings’ long-snapper. Morris, who made fun 
of Green on the radio in the off-season, said he 
wants to return to Minnesota for a 10th season 
with the Vikings. 

GOOD DAY: Duante Culpepper turned in 
a good performance in the Vikings’ preseason 
opener. Culpepper, who is slated to be the 


with one touchdown. He was backed up by 
Bubby Brister (10 of 13, 83 yards) and strong: 
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On cusp of improvement 


Tve been closely watching the parade of 
has-beens and problem children players that 
have shopped themselves around the league 
the last few weeks and I must commend the 
Bears for'standing pat and not exposing their 
young team to these quick-fix elements. 

* Maybe the Bears really are on the cusp of 
some real improvement. They did get some of 
the best free agents available during the offsea- 
son, and though it’s early, the draft looks prom- 
Ising. 
And although Tampa Bay looks impressive 
+ on paper, I don’t think the rest of the division is 

as good as it used to be. A 10-6 or 9-7 season is 
certainly possible. 

So why not throw these young guys out 
there and see what they can do? I think the 
Bears will be very competitive as they stand. 
Who needs a worn-out shoe anyway? 

By the way, [like Jay Mariotti’s articles. The 
articles he writes aren't all "pie in the sky." He's 
a straight shooter. 


Rob New 
Middletown, Ohio 


Bears are playoff bound 


I believe that the Bears’ record barring any 
major injuries should be 10-6. I do believe that 
they will make the playoffs this year, but I do 
not see them going to the Super Bowl Game 
until a couple of years now. 

I believe the Bears’ success will be avoiding 
any major injuries, everyone playing well, and 


‘Fan Foto ica 


was one of three lucky readers to 
win a Walter Payton tribute book 
from Bear Report for guessing that 
the Brian Urlacher would be the first 
player drafted by the Bears. 


P.O. BOX 4205, ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60006 


WE WANT YOUR OPINIONS! 


® What will the Bears’ record be this season? 


* What's the team’s key to success? 


* Which new player will make the greatest impact? 

We want to know what you think about the Bears! We 
welcome letters of 200 words or less on all matters involving 
the Monsters of the Midway. Letters are subject to editing 
and must include your full name and hometown. 

Send all letters to the above address or reach us via e- 


mail at: BearReport@ aol.com. 
just having good luck. 

believe Phillip Daniels will have a major 
impact on the Bears team. | also believe that 
Cade McNown will throw for 1,500 yards this 


ear. 
Go Bears, and good luck in 2000. 


LauraJ. Steed 
Odessa, Florida 


Enis is biggest concern 


I am extremely excited to be a longtime 
Bears fan! The team seems to be stocked with 
talent and depth at a variety of positions: wide 
receiver, linebacker, and believe it or not, quar- 
terback. 

My biggest concern for the Bears this year is 
at running back. Curtis Enis needs to realize 
that he is on the chopping block. No produc- 
tion this year and he's gone. He hasn't pro- 
duced in his two seasons and his performance 
in the Giants game was not exactly his shining 
moment. If he does fail, and T hope he doesn't, 
itll be up to Mark Hatley to work a miracle in 
next year’s draft and get the Bears a running 
back they need. 

Ihave great expectations for the Bears this 
year—definitely the playoffs and possibly a run 
at the Bucs for division honors. At the close of 
this season I would like to look back and have 
memories of Phillip Daniels sacking Brett 
Favre, Thomas Smith intercepting Shaun King, 
Brian Urlacher trouncing James Stewart, and 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


PRIVATE PARTY: 20 word minimum charge, 
$15.00. Each additional word, 65 cents per word. 
COMMERCIAL: 20 word minimum charge, 
$20.00. Each additional word, 75 cents per word. 
SPECIAL FE. S: Bold type headline, $5.00 
additional. All other bold type, 50 cents per word 
additional. 


PHONE ORDERS 


ACCOMPANY ORDER 


All ads pertaining to the sale of items, 
services offered or representing a busi- 
ness must run as a paid classified 
advertisement. 

MAIL TO: 


BEAR REPORT CLASSIFIED ADS 
112 MARKET STREET 
SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590 


multiple connections of Cade McNown-to- 
Marcus Robinson for TDs! 


Hugh OBrien 
Manassas, Virginia 


After watching the Giants game, all Ihave 
to say is this: If Curtis Enis is the answer, what's 
the question? Please put the ball in James 
Allen’s hands! 


Tom Bares 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Inside the numbers 


ToDr. Z: 

I found it interesting that you selected the 
game against Tampa Bay in Week 7 to close 
your case on the Jim Miller/Cade McNown 


Heights IL 60006. 


WANTED: Portraits, posters, etc. of 
former Bear Jerry Muckensturm. 
Contact: Duane Bilthartz, 1826 N. 
Charles, Belleville, IE 62221, (618) 234- 
4536. 


WANTED: Posters from the 1980s of 
the “Bruise Brothers” featuring the 
Bears’ offensive line. 

Contact: Jim Macken, 8225 
Moorsbridge, Suite 200, Portage. MI 
49024, e-mail address: jmacken@tele- 
wayecom.com. 


WANT ADS 


If there's a Bears item you've been searching long and hard for or if you just 
want to hook up with other Bears fans in your area, we can help. Your request or 
offer will be printed free of charge on a space-available basis. 

All ads must be mailed to: WANT ADS, Bear Report, P.O. Box 4205, Arlington 


All ads that pertain to the sale of items or merchandis& services offered, or rep- 
resenting a business establishment must run in the Classified Ads section, 


comparison in Statistically Speaking (Aug, 12 


issue). You declare Miller the starter because he 
assed for 35 more yards than McNown in a 
jorrible game where the entire offense man- 
aged only 275 yards and scored 3 points. 

One could counter that McNown deserves 
the nod based on statistical comparisons from 
the only other common opponent faced in 1999 
by the two QBs: Detroit. In Week 12 Miller 
went 25-37 for 204 yards and 2 touchdowns, 
but the Bears lost 21-17. Just two weeks later 
McNown went 27-36 for 301 yards and 4 
touchdowns, leading the Bears to a 28-10 victo- 


| like the format of the article, but readers 
should understand that statistics ate only as 
reliable as the author is. By only presenting 
information that supports your view you mis- 
lead readers and doud the issue. I'm glad that 
coaches rather than doctors make the decisions 


that guide the Bears. 


Todd Sutton 
Appleton, Wisconsin 


Trivia Trove answer 


Ex-Bear Steve Stenstrom 
has the worst winning per- 
centage (.100) among the 
48 NFL quarterbacks with 
at least 10 starts. 

(From page 17) 


WANTED: To correspond with fellow 
Bears fans. 

Contact: Alex Sanchez, K-86771, 
High Desert State Prison, P/O. Box 
3030/C4-108. Susanville, CA 96127. 


WANTED: Bears media guides from 
1983-85 and VHS copies of Super Bowl 
season playoff games. 

Contagt: Michael LeFevre, 7206 W. 
Cortland ‘Street, Unit 308, Elmwood 
Park, TL 60707, e-mail address: mie- 
fevre86@hotmail.com. 
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With a new coach and a new attitude, the °99 Bears restored pride in the organization, introduced an innovative new 
offense and even beat the rival Packers. The 2000 season promises to be even more exciting, and you can be there for all the 
action by subscribing to BEAR REPORT! Our comprehensive team coverage will bring you the latest news and features from 
Halas Hall throughout the offseason, at training camp in Platteville, and at every game so you won't miss a thing. 

For just $39.95, you get 26 action-packed issues of BEAR REPORT that will take you inside the huddle, on the sideline, 
in the locker room, and behind the scenes. You'll get a two-page full color player poster in each issue plus inside news, game 
coverage, top columnists, features on current and former players, rosters, statistics, game previews, action photos and much, 
much more. Act now, that’s 26 issues for $39.95 or 52 issues for only $59.95. 


Mail to: BEAR REPORT 112 Market Street Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
26 issues for $39.95 52 issues for $59.95 []New [|] Renewal 


Foreign Subscribers $54.95 1 $30 Additional First Class = 
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Payment Form (circle one) Check Money Order VISA MasterCard Discover Cord 
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